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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a listing of the claims of the present application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information distribution method, for a network system including 
a first information processing apparatus for providing information, a second information processing 
apparatus for obtaining said information, and a network for connecting said first and said second 
information processing apparatuses, comprising the steps of: 

said first information processing apparatus recording first information for a user; 

said second information processing apparatus recording second information for said user; 

said first information processing apparatus, while referring to said first information, 
generating a single first choice or multiple first choices concerning said information; 

said second information processing apparatus receiving said first single or multiple choices 
from said first information processing apparatus via said network; 

said second information processing apparatus, while referring to said second information, 
selecting as a single second choice said single first choice or selecting multiple second choices from 
among said multiple first choices concerning said information; 

said second information processing apparatus requesting that said first information 
processing apparatus obtain part or all of said information correlated with said single second choice 
or said multiple second choices; 

said first information processing apparatus transmitting said requested information to said 
second information processing apparatus, and said second information processing apparatus 
receiving said requested information; and 

said second information processing apparatus displaying said received information; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
said second information is secret information held by said user . 



2. (Canceled). 
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3. (Original) The information distribution method according to claim 1, wherein said first 
single choice or said first multiple choices and said second single choice or said second multiple 
choices are attribute information for said information. 

4. (Currently Amended) An information distribution method comprising the steps of: 
recording first information concerning a user; 

referring to said first information to generate a first single choice or first multiple choices 
concerning information to be provided; 

transmitting said first single choice or said first multiple choices across a network to a second 
information processing apparatus; and 

transmitting to said second information processing apparatus, in response to a request, part 
or all of said first information concerning said first single choice selected as a second single choice 
or said first multiple choices selected as multiple second choices; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
wherein selection of said second single choice or said second multiple choices is based on reference 
to second information, said second information being secret information held by said user . 

5. (Currently Amended) An information distribution method comprising the steps of: 
recording second information concerning a user; 

receiving a first single choice or first multiple choices across a network concerning 
information generated by a first information processing apparatus , said first single choice or said first 
multiple choices being generated based on reference to first information concerning the user : 

referring to said second information to select as a second single choice said first single choice 
or to select as second multiple choices said first multiple choices concerning said information; 

requesting part or all of said information correlated with said second single choice or said 
second multiple choices; 

receiving said information from said first information processing apparatus; and 

displaying said received information; 
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wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
said second information is secret information held bv said user . 

6. (Currently Amended) An information distribution system, including a first information 
processing apparatus for providing information, a second information processing apparatus for 
obtaining said information, and a network for connecting said first and said second information 
processing apparatuses, comprising: 

means for recording first information for a user in said first information processing apparatus; 

means for recording second information for said user in said second information processing 
apparatus; 

means for permitting said first information processing apparatus to, while referring to said 
first information, generate a single first choice or multiple first choices concerning said information; 

means for permitting said second information processing apparatus to receive said first single 
or multiple choices from said first information processing apparatus via said network; 

means for permitting said second information processing apparatus to, while referring to said 
second information, select as a single second choice said single first choice or selecting multiple 
second choices from among said multiple first choices concerning said information; 

means for permitting said second information processing apparatus to request that said first 
information processing apparatus obtain part or all of said information correlated with said single 
second choice or said multiple second choices; 

means for permitting said first information processing apparatus to transmit said requested 
information to said second information processing apparatus, and for permitting said second 
information processing apparatus to receive said requested information; and 

means for permitting said second information processing apparatus to display said received 
information; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
said second information is secret information held bv said user . 
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7. (Canceled). 

8. (Original) The information distribution system according to claim 6, wherein said first 
single choice or said first multiple choices and said second single choice or said second multiple 
choices are attribute information for said information. 

9. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
means for recording first information concerning a user; 

means for referring to said first information to generate a first single choice or first multiple 
choices concerning information to be provided; 

means for transmitting said first single choice or said first multiple choices across a network 
to a second information processing apparatus; and 

means for transmitting to said second information processing apparatus, in response to a 
request, part or all of said firs t information concerning said first single choice selected as a second 
single choice or said first multiple choices selected as multiple second choices; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
wherein selection of said second single choice or said second multiple choices is based on reference 
to second information, said second information being secret information held by said user . 

10. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
means for recording second information concerning a user; 

means for receiving a first single choice or first multiple choices across a network concerning 
information generated by a first information processing apparatus , said first single choice or said first 
multiple choices being generated based on reference to first information concerning the user ; 

means for referring to said second information to select as a second single choice said first 
single choice or to select as second multiple choices said first multiple choices concerning said 
information; 
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means for requesting part or all of said information correlated with said second single choice 
or said second multiple choices; 

means for receiving said information from said first information processing apparatus; and 
means for displaying said received information; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
said second information is secret information held by said user . 

11. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for permitting a computer to 
perform: 

a function for recording first information concerning a user; 

a function for referring to said first information to generate a first single choice or first 
multiple choices concerning information to be provided; 

a function for transmitting said first single choice or said first multiple choices across a 
network to a second information processing apparatus; and 

a function for transmitting to said second information processing apparatus, in response to 
a request, part or all of said firs t information concerning said first single choice selected as a second 
single choice or said first multiple choices selected as multiple second choices; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
wherein selection of said second single choice or said second multiple choices is based on reference 
to second information, said second information being secret information held by said user . 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for permitting a computer to 
perform: 

a function for recording second information concerning a user; 

a function for receiving a first single choice or first multiple choices across a network 
concerning information generated by a first information processing apparatus , said first single choice 
or said first multiple choices being generated based on reference to first information concerning the 
user ; 
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a function for referring to said second information to select as a second single choice said 
first single choice or to select as second multiple choices said first multiple choices concerning said 
information; 

a function for requesting part or all of said information correlated with said second single 
choice or said second multiple choices; 

a function for receiving said information from said first information processing apparatus; 

and 

a function for displaying said received information; 

wherein said first information is information concerning said user that can be disclosed, and 
said second information is secret information held by said user . 
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